Presence of Trypanosoma cruzi antigen on the surface of both infected and uninfected cells in tissue culture.
LLC-MK2 cell monolayers infected with Trypanosoma cruzi were shown by immunofluorescence to present parasite antigens on the surface of both parasitized and non-parasitized cells after completion of the first intracellular cycle and rupture of infected cells. The cell-culture supernatant fluid at this stage, as well as the supernatant fluid of parasites left overnight in culture medium were concentrated and contained antigen capable of binding to uninfected cell monolayers. The origin of this antigen, as well as its eventual role in the pathogenesis of Chagas' disease, are discussed.